Oxford's recent series of handbooks offers an interesting opportunity for designing a book of orientation about 'Roman studies'. We see the project as an experiment in looking forwards and backwards at the same time. Looking back: there is a continuous need to recuperate and reorganize the bodies of evidence and forms of knowledge that converge to create the area study that we call 'Ancient Rome'. Looking forward: the very title of this proposal is not something traditional or to be taken for granted. 'Roman studies' exist more as an ideal than as a practice. The existing works that could be our competitors are in fact either literary or historical or art-historical or about a 'civilization'. Interaction between the various fields and specializations is not sufficient; students and even scholars are in a serious danger of not even realizing the exciting possibilities of crossing over from literature to epigraphy, from art to philosophy, from papyrology to economic history, and of discovering new and exciting links. Our project has a claim to be a contribution towards establishing a field and a scholarly practice as well as a description of a field and existing scholarly practice.
